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UNIVERSITY OF MAINE

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION & HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

UMaine Institute Focuses on What's Best for Young Adolescents
ORONO, Maine -- October is the Month of the Young Adolescent, but July 6-11 is the
week of the annual Middle Level Education Institute at the University of Maine where
more than 200 teachers and national experts will spend the week learning and sharing the
latest research, theory and practice about what works best for youngsters between the
ages of 10 and 15.
The goal of the Month of the Young Adolescent, a new initiative of the National Middle
School Association (NMSA), is to increase public understanding of the unique
developmental needs and characteristics of children in this age group who are
experiencing the most drastic physical, personal, emotional and social changes of the life
span.
This is the 13th year for the institute and its consistent growth parallels the interest and
activity in early adolescence and middle level schools nationally, regionally and in
Maine, according to director Edward Brazee, UMaine associate professor of middle level
education.
In addition to teachers from throughout Maine, teams of educators from Louisiana,
Maryland and Indiana, as well a group of 30 teachers and administrators representing
five schools from the U.S. Virgin Islands will attend this summer's institute. A major
component of the institute is the development or further planning of a team project that
will improve education for young adolescents at their individual schools. Hundreds of
innovative projects directed at addressing specific concerns or interests have been
implemented in schools in Maine and around the country as a result of the work and
follow-up by educators and consultants at the institute.
Among the 1997 major presenters and consultants are Susan Swaim, executive director
of the NMSA; John Swaim, national middle level consultant and professor at Otterbein
College, Ohio; and John Lounsbury, dean emeritus of the School of Education at Georgia
College, long-time director of publications for the NMSA, and known in the field as the
"heart, soul and consciousness of the middle level movement."
The public is invited to general session addresses. Susan and John Swaim will open the
institute Sunday, July 6, with a talk, "This We Believe," outlining the philosophy and
direction of developmentally responsive middle level education. They speak at 7:30 p.m.
in 100 Corbett Business Administration Building. John Lounsbury, who last year
discussed trends that are changing education in America in a talk titled "Waves of the
Future," will carry that theme further in his address, "The Wind Is at Our Back," set for 8
a.m., Tuesday, July 8, also in 100 Corbett Business Administration Building. (Note: 8
a.m. is correct).
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